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images, to me appears inconsis- 
tent. 

Pat. Dear Ned, I fear you are 
little acquainted with the Catholic 
belief ; were you better informed 
respecting their faith, your intole- 
rant opinion of their mode of wor- 
ship would vanish. They believe 
in all the essentials of the Christian 
religion : would it then be fair to 
withhold their natural rights, be- 
cause there is a shade of difference 
in the minor parts of their religious 
worship ? 

Ned. No; but they are under 
the influence of the Pope ; and the 
Pope is under the influence of Bo- 
naparte. Were they admitted to 
command our fleets, and our ar- 
mies, our liberties might be in 
danger. 

Pat. Were I sure your fears, 
which are only ideal, and imagi- 
nary, were not the effects of preju- 
dice, 1 would endeavour to remove 
them. The Catholics have, in the 
most solemn manner, published to 
the world "That they utterly re- 
nounce, abjure, and deny, that the 
Pope of Rome, or any other foreign 
Prince, Prelate, State, or Potentate, 
hath, or ought to have, any tempo- 
ral jurisdiction, power, superiority, 
or pie?eminence, directly or indi- 
rectly, withiti these realms. (See 
declaration according to the act of 
J793.) I never understood that 
King George the 111. had entered in- 
to holy orders ; and we acknow- 
ledge him as head of our Church. 
The Pope claims no dominion in a 
temporal way. Bonaparte may rob 
him of his earthly inheriiance, and 
confine him in the walls of a prison, 
but, like Paul of Tarsus, if he have 
the interest of his Master's kingdom 
at heart, he may refresh the church, 
though in bonds. 

Ned. There is no end to their 
ambition : they would aspire to be 
members of parliament; and were 



a few to get into places of trust, 
they would soon wriggle, themselves 
into power; and then we will have 
a Popish parliament ! ! ! 

Pat. It is acknowledged that 
many among them are men of the 
first abilities; and if their wealth 
and population be as three is to two, 
why not admit them to a share in 
representing the owners of the laml 
they cultivate, and the country they 
uphold and defend ?• Were we to 
send none but Catholic members, 
England will have a majority, while 
she sends more than five English fdV 
one Irish member to parliament, 

Ballymena. 

(To he Continued.) 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

'T'HE amount of the National debt, 
■*- in figures, on paper, is gener 
rally read with too much indiffer- 
ence, and want of reflection. There- 
fore, turning it into different views, 
and making it assume various forms 
and situations, so that its magnitude 
may make a greater impression on 
the mind, than reading over the 
figures, according to the numera- 
tion table, may be acceptable, or at 
least curious to some of your rea->< 
ders. 

From these considerations, the 
following calculations were made. 
The money and measures are all 
calculated as Irish, and all fractious 
rejected. 

The National Debt, according 
to some authors, is at present 
.£.1000000000000, or one Billion, 
equal to 8791*20879120 Guineas. 
Each Guinea weighing |28 grains, 
make '7442874.5! Cwt„ equal to 
8721437 tons. Consequently, it would 
require 8721 437 horses, each carry-, 
ing one ion, to remove it from one 
part of the kingdom to another. 
And it Would require 17442 ships, 
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each carrying 500 Tons, to trans- 
port it from one kingdom to another. 
Supposing a Guinea to be an inch in 
diameter, the whole number of Gui- 
neas, laid flat; edge to edge, in' a 
straight line, would reach l6y6l79fj 
rniles Supposing the circumference 
of the equatdr to be 19658 miles, 
(54J | miles to a degree) they would 
go 554 times round the earth. They 
would cover a superficies of 86522 
Irish plantation acres. Placed edge 
to edge, they would reach from the 
centre of the earth to the moon; go 
.1521 times round her ; make two 
bow knots, one on Mount &. Ca- 
tharine, and the other on the rock 
situated near Lacus Niger, each knot 
containing 60 bows, and each b >\v 
25 miles long, and back again to 
the centre of the earth. J. ML. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magatiiw. 

THE question proposed by me, in 
your Magazine for February 
last, has been so ably treated by 
your correspondents K., and Filius 
Hiberni*, in your number for June, 
tliat I am induced to bring forward 
another subject for the considera- 
tion of them, and the rest of your 
readers. 

In a company, with whom I lately 
dined, the conversation after dinner 
turned on the subject of taste; and 
I was much surprised to find a num- 
ber of those present assert, that the 
cultivation of taste is not likely to 
increase pur happiness. 

They seemed disposed to argue, 
that the vulgar receive as much plea- 
lure from a fine picture, a well exe- 
cuted piece of architecture, or a beau- 
tiful prospect, as the man who has 
spent the greater part of his life in 
the cultivation of his mind, and the 
acquirement of What has been em- 
phatically termed, " the fine taste." 
They maintained, that to be often 
delighted, and seldom disgusted, 
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are advantages peculiar to the «n« 
cultivated mind; that to be cheaply 
pleased is one of the greatest bless- 
ings; but a blessing from which the 
scientific observer is for ever de- 
barred. " For," said they, " an 
exquisite delicacy of perception pre- 
vents its owner from being gratified, 
except by the contemplation of the 
rriost excellent productions; and con- 
sequently shuts out a large portion 
of enjoyment; which others, less 
gifted, are capable of receiving 
from works of an inferior stamp. 

In opposition to these arguments, 
I represented, that the cultivation of 
the taste enlarges the capacity for 
happiness, and that the more we Im- 
prove our minds, the nearer we shall 
approach to perfection ; that perfec- 
tion is in its own nature allied to 
happiness, arid, consequently, the 
further we advance towards it, the 
greater must be our enjoyments. 
1 said, that I never could assent to a 
doctrine calculated to keep lis down 
oh a level with the brutes \ and 
though the vulgar mind may re. 
Ceiv'e some pleasure from objects 
where deformity prevails over beau- 
ty, yet that pleasure can be but 
stnall, and of a very unenviable 
kind. 

Various were the arguments for 
and against. Suffice it to say, that 
numbers gained the day; atidj like, 
some modern military commanders, 
though I considered myself victo- 
rious, I was obliged to retreat. How- 
ever, in the last tesort, allow me 
to bring an appeal to you, arid your 
respectable correspondents, and to 
request them to come forward, and 
resist those vandals, who would bar- 
barously extinguish the light that 
guided Homer, Horace, Virgil, 
Milton, Pope, and Addison, ami 
whichj we may hope, will yet shine 
on the pages of orators and poets of 
fu'tuie days. Yours, &c. 

Dubliii" C.E. 



